
recognized tendency of carcinoma to develop as a result
of long continued irritation of any sort. It is probably
true, however, that in the effects of actinic energy (in¬
cluding, as it does, light) we have the most important
cause of epidermal cancer.

The prophylaxis of a;-ray carcinoma consists, of
course, in avoidance of undue exposure to the rays. The
person who is nearest to the danger is the radiographer,
who uses enormous quantities of this form of radiant
energy in making skiagraphs. He, in particular, should
avoid exposures, and should by the use of shields con¬
fine the rays closely. Fortunately, as the Eoentgen
rays travel only in straight lines, it is not difficult to
prevent their diffusion. Now, since the grave dangers
are known, there are few radiologists who are careless
about exposures. The commonest danger is in the habit
of testing the tube with the hand before a fluoroscope.
Such a habit, if persisted in, is most dangerous.

Scores of men who already have x-raj burns on their
hands are asking what is to be done for them. In the
first place they should be protected from further irri¬
tation of the same nature, and other forms of irritation
should be avoided so far as possible. In most cases

some protection and comfort are obtained by the fre¬
quent greasing of the hands with a bland salve, like
fresh rose ointment.

Another method which deserves mention is the ap¬
plication to the parts of heat, either by immersing
them in hot water or by the use of hot applications.
These are at times comforting and cause definite im¬
provement. Various other modes of soothing treatment
have been tried, but it must be recognized that none of
them is of permanent benefit. The most important
matter is the care of the kératoses, and if radical treat¬
ment is tried on them it should be vigorous enough to
destroy them. The use of keratolytic agents like sali¬
cylic acid to dissolve them off is dangerous because it
irritates without destroying. Many of these kératoses
never give trouble. The first evidence of danger is for
the base to become red and, perhaps, tender. When
that condition persists it is evidence that the keratosis
is epitheliomatous. The non-irritated kératoses are

better destroyed; the irritated kératoses should be de¬
stroyed if it is possible. The best way to do this is to
excise them, if this is practicable, and then to put on

a small graft. This method has been carried out suc¬

cessfully in numerous instances within our knowledge.
They may also be destroyed by caustic potash, zinc
chlorid, the actual cautery, or by deep freezing with
liquid air or solid carbon dioxid. All these methods
are practicable when intelligently and patiently carried
out.

The importance of destroying these kératoses which
show persistent irritation while they are small can not
be emphasized too strongly. They are dangerous, if let
alone, and they can be handled successfully if taken
before they become too extensive.

THE COUNCIL ON PHARMACY AND CHEMISTRY.

The Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry has now

been in existence three years, during which time there
has been no change in its personnel.1

The Council at first was organized in a more or less
tentative way, with no definite plan as regarded its per-
petuation, this being left for the future to develop. As
will be noted, however, in the Pharmacology Depart-
ment this week,2 definite by-laws and regulations relat-
ing to the permanency of the Council have now been
adopted. It will be noticed also that the first change
in the membership of the Council has just taken place.
This would seem an opportune time to call attention
to the immense amount of self-sacrificing work this
Council has done during these three years; to enlarge
on the splendid character of this work and its far-reach-
ing results, and to advert to the good that already has
been accomplished in many ways. This, however, must
be left for another time.

To the fifteen who have constituted the Council dur¬
ing these first years the medical profession of the United
States, and, for that matter, of the world—for the in¬
fluence of their work has been felt in other countries
than this—owes a debt of gratitude, not alone on account
of what has been accomplished, but also because those
who have constituted the Council during these first years
have had to endure the scoffs, the insults, and the impu¬
tations cast on.their integrity by those whose financial
interests were jeopardized through the investigations.
During these three years no one has found ground to cast
suspicion on a single member. Even those who for
selfish reasons wished to see the work fail, because of
the damage threatened to their business—even these
have been able only to ridicule.

And the future is equally promising, so far as the
character and standing of the men who constitute the
Council are concerned. Certainly the profession is to
be congratulated on the fact that the Board of Trustees
has been able to secure as members of the Council such
men as the three just elected. Dr. Capps, who is in ac¬
tive practice, has done and is doing considerable original
investigation relating directly to internal medicine. Dr.
Edsall, also in active practice, is especially a valuable
acquisition to the Council on account of the work he has
done in metabolism, etc. Professor Polin is recognized,
both in this country and abroad, as one of the leading
authorities on physiologic chemistry. His knowledge
will be most valuable in helping to solve some of the
questions that come before the Council, especially such
as relate to the possibility of asserted chemical reactions
in the system of ingested medicaments.

 We print this week a complete list of the present mem-

1. An exception to this statement should be made since Prof.Cushny was originally a member of the Council, but resigned on hisremoval to England to take the chair of pharmacology at the Uni-versity of London, at which time, however, he was elected a corre-sponding member. Also, Professor Thorns, director of the Pharma-ceutical Institute of the University of Berlin, has been added asa corresponding member during the time.
2. Page 976.
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bers, with their positions. It is well        the while for
physicians to ponder over what it really means to have
such a body of men represent them in this important
work.

Another important step forward is the creation of the
Staff of Clinical Consultants, also mentioned elsewhere
in connection with the above. The function of the Coun¬
cil is not to decide on the therapeutic value of a prepara¬
tion, but on its composition ; to answer the questions :

What is it? Is it AA'hat it is claimed to be? Only when
the statements made by the proprietor regarding the
therapeutic properties of his product have been evidently
at variance Avith accepted facts has the Council taken
any cognizance of them. But such statements are made
frequently, so that the need of the advice and assistance
of clinicians has often been felt; and while hitherto
there has been no great difficulty in obtaining such as¬

sistance from individual physicians, the desirability of
forming such a consultative body—one to which the
Council can turn freely at any time—has made itself
more and more evident.

Here again the profession is to be congratulated on

the selections made and especially on the fact that men

who are busily engaged in active practice should be
willing to make sacrifices for the common good. It
will be noticed that on the staff of clinical consultants
are to be found the general practitioner—both the coun¬

try doctor and the city man—the consultant and the
specialist; also that every part of the country is repre¬
sented. If we are not mistaken, the creation of this
body is the entering wedge of a movement for a more

scientific investigation of the therapeutic value of drugs
of all kinds, that will result, among other things, in
eliminating not a few of those now in the Pharmacopeia,
and in reaching definite conclusions as to the therapeutic
value of this or that drug. This, however, is for the
future.

Once again, we repeat, since all the members of the
Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry, as well as those
of the new Staff of Clinical Consultants, are men busily
engaged in active Avork, since the work they do on the
Council is often most perplexing, arduous and difficult,
and since it is done gratuitously and solely in the interest
of scientific medicine, is it too much of a request to ask
for them the hearty support of every member of the
medical profession ? We can not think so ! We further
suggest that there are tAvo ways in Avhich practical suo-

port can be rendered : One by refusing to prescribe any
proprietary remedy that has not been accepted by the
Council; the other by refusing to subscribe to or to
encourage any medical journal that is advertising pro¬
prietary preparations that have not been passed on by
the Council. Even the former alone will be very effec¬
tive, and possibly we are presumptuous in suggesting
the latter.

Our readers, of course, knoiv that there are still sev¬
eral pharmaceutical manufacturers who refuse to recog-

nize the Council's work and objects, and this will con¬
tinue just so long as physicians remain lukewarm in the
matter.

THE KENTUCKY PURE FOOD LAW.
In another department1 appears an abstract of the

pure food and drug law recently enacted in Kentucky.
The law is the result of the combined efforts of the
members of the Kentucky State Medical Association,
the State Board of Health, the State Pharmaceutical
Association, and the Board of Pharmacy. Much credit
is also due to the chief of the State Agricultural Ex-
periment Station. In securing its passage all the in-
fluential bodies in the state that could possibly be
aroused, including the State Federation of Women's
Clubs, were interested. Besides being, perhaps, the best
general pure food and drug law as yet adopted, some

unique features are incorporated in the act. In regu-
lating the inspection and sale of milk it is provided
that no milk shall be designated as "certified milk"
except on the authorization of a regularly constituted
county medical society. This feature is the result of the
work of the Milk Commission of the Jefferson County
Medical Society, which took up the regulation of the
milk supply of Louisville. The prompt recognition of
the value of such services is a gratifying evidence of the
spirit in which the public will endorse the work of
county medical societies along practical lines. The law
also provides that no physician's prescription may be
refilled except for the person for whom it was written.
The value of such a provision for the protection of
public health is obvious. The enforcement of the law
is placed in the hands of the chief of the State Agri¬
cultural Experiment Station. Great credit is due not
only to the physicians of Kentucky, but also to the
laymen; it is especially gratifying to learn that the
members of the state legislature favored the measure

·with practical unanimity. More and more our legisla¬
tors are appreciating the necessity of adequately safe¬
guarding the lives and health of the people. This is
surely one of the first duties of the conscientious law¬
maker, as is being realized by our leading statesmen.
Carefully drafted and impartially enforced health laws,
together with the moral and financial support of the
health authorities by both the government and the peo¬
ple, will save thousands of valuable lives and millions of
dollars in money to the country each year.

PHYSICIANS IN POLITICS.
A member of the Committee on Medical Legislation,

comments this week1 on the work recently accomplished
in Ohio, where 105 physicians went to the state con-
vention as delegates of one of the leading parties,the result being that, for the first time in the historyof this country, a state convention adopted a platform
containing a declaration in favor of the organization of
a national department of health. It is hardly necessaryto say that such a plank would never have been adopted

1. Department of Medical Economics. page 986.
1. Correspondence Department, page 9[ill]8
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